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- Acts 1X. 31
Then bad the Chikches Reﬂ tbvougl?out all

Judea, and Galilee, and Samaria, and
ere edify’d.-, and ‘rvalking in the fear of
the Lord. and in the comfort of the holy

)

Gisoﬂ were multipl)’d.

7= 3 N this Chapter we have an Account
S Sons ol of Saul’s Cruelty and Converfon 2
. gl His Cruelty 1 fet forth in {trange

W ccrrifving Colours, wer. 1. 2. ¢And

Saul et breathing out Threatmngs and
Slaughter against the Difciples of the
Lord, went unto the bigh Priist, and de-

fired of bim Letters ro.Damafcus to the Synagogues, thas
if be found any © this Way, whether they were Men or

Women, he might bring tbem bound to Jerufalem.
Wa Jee here the lively Pidure of a bloody Perfecu-

tor ; he breathes out Threatnings and Slaughter a-
gainft the Members of Chrift. His very Breath

{mells of Fire. Threatnings and Slaughter, like Light-
ning and Thunder, progeed out ot his Mouth. Whilft

. Perfecutor has in him the Breath of hisown Life,

he breathes Nothing but Death againft others. No-
thing will fatisfy him butthe Death and Deftruction

of the Members of Jesws CHR1ST.
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(3)

A~ indifcreet and ungovernable Zeal, foon de-
enerates into-Fury -and Madnefs. -We {ee farther,
E’Ei‘i'\’r réfttels and unWearied he Was, and all Perfecu-
tors are, in the Piofecution of thiiy bloddy Defigris
and.Purpofes. Saul Was n*qw_‘ (as Tomie obferve ) 1#-
{fﬁﬁ:pr}fm&m pradititis. AWay he g

Uit goes to the high
rieft for a Commiffion to bind Hereticks, who be-
licvedon Jrsvus, and oppofed the Tradition of the
Fathers, and having, as he thought, fwept Feru/alens
of Saints, he refolv’d next to ranfack Damafcus, tho’
it was five or fix Days Journey from Ferufyzlem.
Persecutors will fpare neither Purfa nor Pains,
they will ftick ac Nothing, tho’ never fo to1lfome and
hazardous, {o they may glut thei Malice, and fi-

tiate their Revenge on the poor Dilciples of Jesys
Curist. The high Prie

and fuddenly chere fhined round about him a Light
from Heaven. This Journey was the worft that ‘ever
he intended, and yet the beft that ever he undertook.
A Journey moft malicioufly purpofed by him, ‘but
moft mercifully difpofed by God: Heaven had de-
higned him for better Service, and Work of another
Nature ; and accordingly, he is flop’d in his Way,

Horfe, a fudden Beam of Light, be-
yond the Brightnefs of the Sun. darts u :

zles him, and he hears a Voice,

prehend, difturb, and bind a1 that
of CurisT, was {poil’d, as

CXeceute



an A of Mercy to him,
the Churches in thofe Patts,
flon a torg} Period was p

and da.n
for a £y

them. The one was Herod, the
Jew, the other a Genrjfy
the King fretched forth bis H,




¢ bring 10
¢« Taw, then
 to break t
¢« che Sovereign,

t the very
free us from

¢ thofe Fears, b
« Tyrant and SCOUrse of Europe.’ |
Tur other Perfecutor Saul, wWas more mercifully

created 3 and for this Caule obtained Merc), that in
' Il Long-[uffering

him firlt Chrift Fefus might [hew orth @
ich  [hould hereafter believe
It pleafed

s him to Life everlafrings I- :
1 :m of the Evil of his Ways, and by
ight, and

his Grace to tufl him from PDar

£.om the Power of >atan unto Gop.
Spirit being Put within him, and his Temper and
Courfe of Life wholly chang’d, there Was @ great
Calmin the Church. Then bad .he Churches Refts that 15,
Jfcer that roaring
Lyon was urn’d into 2 Lamb, o Wolf into a Sheep, 2
Meflenger of Darknefs into an Angel of Light : Then
the Churches planted by P2 ' others, throughout
" 1 much Reft, and

Fudea, Samarid,

greatly edify’d 1n Knowledge and
Faith, 1n Holinefs and Love, and the Grace and Com-
forts of the Holy Spirit daily : ncreafing in them, the

Number of Believers daily multiply d.
[~ the Words we have three Th

am

further defcribed,
Pretender’s [anding in Scot’

¢ 0. Mr.Shaw's Sermon upon the
fand, p. 15- .
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"Y. By the Time when ; then, after Saul’s miracy-
fous Converfion ; about Forty Years after our Savi-
our, according to Dr. Lightfoot’s Computation.

2. By the Extent, it reached to all the Churches
throughout all Fudes, and Galilee, and Samaria ; Places
where our Lord himfelfhad often preach’d and wrou ght
Miracles, and Where the Offers of Grace and Salvation
were to be firft made ; all the Churches in thofe Parts,
we {ay, had Reft, hence the Word 7ére is added by
{fome COpiCS after énmna'fau, Then had all the Churches
Reft. And perhaps at that Time there were no other
Churches form’d in any other Parts of the World, ex-
cepring thole ‘mention’d in the Text: Not but that
there might be Chriftians difperfed up and down in

many other Parts, but as yet they were not aflociated
1nto Churches.

II. We have the gracious Improvement thefe
Churches made of this Time of Tranquillity allow’d
them by the merciful Providence of Gop, They walk-
ed in the Fear of the Lord, and in the Comfort of the
Holy Ghoft : As foon as they were freed and delivered

from the Fear of Men, they walked more than ever
in the Fear of the Loz,

HI. Tue happy Confequence of their holy walk-
ing, and of the Reft vouchfaft them; to wit, Edifi-
cation and Increafe: Two defirable Bleffings. They
who were already converted, were edify’d in their mojt
holy Faith, and others added unto the Church dayly.

They were both edify’d and multiply'd.  Converfion
and Edification-work mightily profper’d.

- FroM the Words I obferve,

(I) Tuat Gop is fometimes pleafed to order 2

State of Reft and Quiet to his People in this World.
The Churches have Reff, - ' |



{ 8)
(I1.) It is the Duty, and fhould be the Concern of
Churches in fucha Day nat to walk vainly and loofe-
ly, butin the Fear of Goo, and in the Cemforts of the

holy Ghott.

(111) I~ fo doing the Churches may expect
(through the Grace of Gon) the Bleflings of Edifica-
tion and Increafe : to be both edify’d and multiply'd.

(L) Someyimes Goo ispleafed to grder 3 Time
of Reﬁ and Q.uier. for his PGOPlC il;l this WQl‘ld. The

Churches bave Reft.
Hexe 1 fhall endeavour to {hew,

1.) WaaT is meant by the Churches.

».) Consiper the natuse of that Ref, they are
{2id to enjoy- |

2.) AppLY It

1.) Wu aT are we to underftand by the Churches
here {poken of ? -

T o this 1 anfwer, The Word Church in our mo-
dern Acceptation (as {fome have juftly obferved) s e-
quivocal, having different Significations according o
the different Subjeds to which it is apply d.

(1.) I isfometimes tobe underftood of the Church
univerfal ; that is, of all thofe who throughout the
Face of the whole Earth, profefs Faithin CER 15§ T,
and acknowledge Him to be the Saviour of the World.
T this Senfe we are to underftand it, when the Apo-
e tells us that Chrift is the Head of the Body the Church,
Colof. 1. 18. andagain, to him be Glory in toe Church,
that is, in the univerfal Church, Ephef. 3. 21. 'Lhis
ehe Ancientscall the Church difperfed thro’ the whole
World, tothe Ends of the Earth, and the Church {cat-
terd in the whole World, and the Church of Gop un-

der Heaven.  As the learned Author of an Enquiry
19710
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snto the Conftitution of the Primitive Church for the firff
three hundred Years, has obferv’d. Thisis that which
they call the Catholick Church.

».) T e Word Church, is frequently to be under-
ftood of a particular Church, or fingle Congregation,
confifting of a Compuny of Belicvers, who, at one
Time, in one and the fame Place, did aifociate them-
felves together, and in the Participation of all the In-
ftitutions and Ordinances of Jesus Curist wirh their
proper Paftor. In this Senfe we mult underf{tand the
Church of Reme, the Church of Coriarh, the Church
of Antioch, or the Church in any other fuch Place
whatfoever, that is a Congregation of Chriftians
affembling altogether for religious Evsrcifes at
Romse, Corinth, eAnticch, or fuch Places. S0 that
we do not find it ever us’d for a Colleétion of many
icular Churches, either inScripture, or in the firft
Ages. Whenever they {peak of the Cl riftians in any
Kingdom or Province, they always cxprefs the Church-
es thereof inthe plural Number: As bere itis not {aid,
the Church of Fudea, the Church of Galilee, and the
Church of Samaria, but the Churches in thote Pro-
vinces had Ref. So that the ufual and common Ac-
ceptation of the Word in Scripture, and in the firlt
Ages was that of a particular Churchj thatis, 1 Socie-
ty of Chriftians meeting together in one Place undecr
their proper Paftor for the Performance ot Religious
Worthip, and the Exercife of Chriitian Difcipline.
But in all the N ew Teffament the Word Church s never
us’d for a material Building confitting of Wood, and
Stone, or for any Place where a Congregation met
for the Service of Gop.

. T Ax to confider the Nature of that Ref, the
Churches are {aid to enjoy. The Word we tranflate
Reft fignifies Peace, aeivav.  Then had the Churches
Peace or Reff, there being no great Difterence whe-
ther Word we take.

B THI1sS
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Ti1s Peace or Reff 1s to be confider’d as agrecing
with the common State of chis Life, and 1s by no
means to be underftood of a perfeét Freedom from
21 Sorrow and Affli&ion, Trcuble and Suffering,
That State of Ref yet remains to the People of God ;
and is not to be expeéted under the moft favourable
Difpenfations of Providence in this World. The
Reff we are to enquire after is that of the Church
Militant, not of the Church Triumphant. It 1s not
a perfe&, compleat, abfolute Reff, that is here {poken
of, but rather a comparative Reff, in Regard of that
Trouble and Perfecution they had been long har-
rafsd with. More particularly.

Ir is not to be underflood of a total Ceflation
from Sin. No Churches on Earth ever did, or can
obtain this Ref. Thofe planted by the Apoltles were
{till liable to many Errors in Judgment, Irregularities
in Will and Affe&ions, and many Milcarriages 1n
Life and Converfazion. It is true, they who arc con-
verted have a Reft from the Drudgery and Dominion
of Sin ; It does not rcign in their Mortal Bodies, or
Tmmortal Souls, that they fhould obey it inthe Luits
thereof, but ftill they are liable to many Infirmities
and Weaknefles ; and Sin will be molelling them,
whilft a Principle of indwelling Corruption remains
in them. The pureft Churches on Earth have many
Spots and Blemifhes, and it is only in the other
World, that the Chutch fhall be prefenteu by Chridt,
to the Father, not hawing [pot, or wrinkle, or any [uch
thing 3 but perfeétly holy without Blemifh, Iiphef. §.

27.?—-— Again, The Churches had not Reff from the
Temprations of Satan, the Allurements of the Werld
and Flefh.  Saran was not bound up, nor his Time
of tempiing concluded. Tho' they did not {uiter

from the Hands of Men, yet they were das;

* Ly 2{{aulred
by Satan. And when he could net calt them into
Prifon, he cenfed no:t to throw Lis fiery Lrarts ac
themi. "Tho’ they had Reff from Periccuacion, yetthey
had a daily Warfare to manage sgeinft cheir ipirtual
Encmics, againflt Principaiitics, sgainll Powers, a-
aainft



(11)

gainft the Rulers of the Darknefs of this World, again(t
Spiritual Wickednefs 1n high Places, Epbe. 6. 12,
They had no Truce with the Eucmy for a Yeur, 2
Month, or 2 Day. There was no Reft from a Cens
4i& with Satan’s Temptations. no Reff ftom mor-
tifying the Flefh wich 1cs Affe&ions and Lufts ; no
Reft from watching and fightng againft our Spiritual
Enemics.

2.) Turre was no Reft from the Calumny, and
Reproaches of an evil World. Both Jew und Gentile
ceafed not to reproach the Gofpel and the Profeflors
of it. The Jews were of all other the moft bitter and
- veterate Enemies to the Chriftians, and the Chief
of them at Rome plainly tell the Apoftle Paul, that
Chriftianity was a Seét, and not oniy {o, but every
where fpoken againit, Aés, 25. 22. Now it the
Way was fo odious, the Churches that walkt in that
Way could not *fcape the Lathes of virulent Tonguc:

And then for the Gentiles they werc almoft as mad
and raving as the Jews, they look’d upon them as

the Pefls of human Scciety, counted and called them
the common Enemics of Mankind, as Dr. Cawve {hews
:  his Primitive Chriftianity by fome Quetations out
of Tertullian, he lays, T ‘They were lookt on as the
¢ Caufes or all publick Calamitics, and that for their
€t Qokes it was, that Vengeance did fo often remar-
 kably haunt the Roman Empire ; this was the
« common OQutcry : If the City be befieg'd, if any
¢ Thing haopen ill in the Fieids, in the Garrilons,
¢ in the Iflands, prefently thcy cry out, it’s becauie
« of the Chriftians: They confpire the Ruin of good
“ Men, and thirft frer the Blood cf the Innocent,
‘* patronizing cheir Hatred with this vain Preterice,
¢¢ that the Chriftians are the Caufe of all publick Mif-
¢« fortunes and Calamitics.  1f Ziber overilow the
« Walls, if the Nile do not (as ’tis wont) overilow
“ the Fields, if the Heavens do niet keep their accu-

"I- ' - " " | >

{; P.67. Pars 1.
D2 “ flomd



(12)
:‘ ttom’d Courle, perbaps if any Eclipfes or Meteors hap-
“ pend, if there was an Earthquake, Famine or
¢ Plague, prefently the Cry was, away with the
** Chriftians to the Lions ; nay fo hot and common
* was this Charge among the Pagans, that when the
““ Goths and Vindals broke in upon the Roman Em-
- pire, Saint Auguffine was forc'd to write purpofely
*“ to ftop the Mouth of that Objection. ” .

These, and a Thoufand hard Things befides, were
{poken every Day againft the Primitive Chriftians and
Churches. Now whether we may not {ay with the
Apoltic Paul,as it was then, fo it is now, 11cave to voug
{erious Confideration. Howevcr, thefe Taunts and Re-
proaches were ot fofmall Account with the Chriftians
of that "Time, that they were not confider’d as any Vio-
lation of the Churches Peace. 'Tho’ the T ongue 1is
as a Lire, a World of Iniquity being kindled by it
inflaming or fetting on Fire the Courfe of Nature,
or the Succeflion of Men in the World, being fet on
Fire by Hell, as the Apoftle Fanres {peaks, Chapter, 3. 6.
Yee this Fire, chis malignant Member was o impo-
tent as not to be able to difturb the Tranquillity of
the Churches ; tho’ it fet on Fire the Courfe of Na-
ture, yct Grace fet the Churches out of the Reach of
its Muiignity.  Once indeed we find that the Jews
by their fubtle Management and {pireful Infinuations
hid rai>’'d a Mob againft the Apofiles, and Chriftians,
Aélsy, 17,5, Bur the Jews which believed not moved
with Envy, took unto them certain lewd Fellows of
the bafer Sort, of the Dregs of the People, and gather’d
a Company, and fer all the City on an Uprore, and
affanited the Houfe of %afon ; but when they mift of
their Prey, they fell foul tpon Fafon, dragging him
b.tore the Rulers and Magifirates, charging him as
an Abeteer of Treafon.  Whereas all his Crime was,
that he had entertain’d the Apoftles in his Houfe.
But this Tamule was happily quell'd ; however not
without binding Fafen, and fome others to their g00d
Behaviour, who had not in the leaft broken the Peace ;
{o when they had taken security of Fafon, and the

othesg

- .o 4



(13 )

other, they let them go. Notwithftanding thefe po-
pular Tumules, the Churches had Peace, which brings
me to fhew pofitively, what this Peace included

n it
1) A Frecoon from open Perfecution.

2.) A Freepom irom intefiine Divifions, and Quar-
‘rels among themielves.

r) A Freepom from open violence and Perfccu-
ton. Tho' the Chriftian Religion had many power-
ful and malicious Enemies inthe World, both among
Jew and Gentile, yet the Providence of God at that
Time laid a wonderful Reftraint upon them. ‘lhe
Emperor Claudins gave them little or no Difturbance,
tho’ he banifh’d the Jews (as fome tell us) out of Rome
for their Tumults. * ¢ They could not be content
“ with their own Immunities, unlefs they {eck alfo
“ the Suppreflion of the Chriitian Church 3 Tho'
« Claudins his Proclamation had this fpecial Claufe
« and Caveat in it, That they fhould not go about to in-
“ fringe the Liberty of other Men's Religion. This un-
« bounded Incroaching of theirs did within 2 lictle
« Time caufc the Emperor, who had made a Decree
“ for them to make another againtt them. ?

Tue Chriftian Churches had Liberty and Reit by
a publick Edi¢t and Authority, and not meerly by
fome kind Indulgence and favourable Afpect of the
Cour:. So fecure were they, thatthey do not feem
to be poffefsd with any unealy Apprehenfions and
Fears. Now herein wasa marvellous Thing, thatall

B

on a fudden, the Spirit of Perfecution fhould ceale to
rage, ‘and inftead of it 2 mighty Calin fucceed 1n
the Churches. They who had been lately harrals'd
and opprefs'd, imprifon’d, banifl’d, and torturd, had

now fome Refpite, a little breathing Time grantcd to

L 3 L]
¢ L}

* See D, Lightfoot’s Harmeny, p. 93.
o e TP ; « o _ , o themn
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them. They who had been difpers’d by the Storm of
Perfecution were now united again, and without Feap

did aflemble themfelves in an open publick Manner
for the folemn Worfhip of God, thro’ one Mediator.

2.) Tuey had Peace among themfelves.

1.) Eacu particular Church had Peace within it
{elf.

2.) Wit other Neighbouring Churches.

1.) Tuese particular Churches had Peace within
them{elves.

No Variance between Paftor and People, nor Strifa
and Clafhing among the Members : No Uneafinefs,
or Complaint on the People’s Part, for Want of In-
{truction ; no Uneafinefs on the Minifter's Part for
Want of Maintenance. This indeed was a rare Thing,
ior the Churches not only to have Reft from external
Irouble, but Union and Peace among themfelves. For
it Chriitians have no Enemies abroad, they are apt
enough to become {uch towards one another.  If the
World do not hate tham, they can foon learn to hate
one another. But fo happy was the State of thefe
Churches, that they livid in entire Fellowfhip and
Peace, maintaining the Unity of the Spirit in the
Bond of Peace ; they walked in the Fear of the Lord,
and 1n the Comforts of the Holy Ghoft. Yea, fo no-
tortous was the Love of Chriftians in the Primitive
Times, that the very Heathens would point at them
and fay, fce how they love one another, they lovd
and 1iv'd, as became Socicties of Believers walking
together in Gofpel Order. ' '

2.} Oxz Church had Peace with another They
were not itke fo many little Armies, drawn up in Ar-
ray againdt one another, difciplin’d and inftruéted to
iheath the Sword in each others Bowels, Tho’ they

had-
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had their different Ufages and Cuftoms, yet they

maintain’d mutual Charity and Love, and livd in

Peace. One Chuich was not oblig'd to obferve the

Rites of another, but every one follow’d it’s own pe-

culiar Cuftom ; and {iill they retaind Peace and Love,

and for the Diverfity of fuch Cuiftoms, none were ever,

caflt out of the Communion of the Church. So that the

Unity of thefe Churches did not confilt in an Uni-

formicy Of Rites and Ulages; but here was Unity in

all the Effentizls of Religion, and Peace without

Uniformity. The true Caule of this (I humbly con-
ceive) was their happy I'reedom from Impofitions.
One Church did nor pretend to a Power of impofing,
it’s unneceilary Cuftoms upon another.  Tho’ it muft
be confefls’d, rhat this Spirit did dilcover 1t felf very
early in the Church, for weread in Aés, 15. 1. That
certain Men which came down from “Fudea, taucht the
Brethren and [aid, except ye be civensncifed after the Man-
ner of Mofes ye cannot be faved, "Lhis wasa plain finful
Impofition upon their Confciences. Now thefe Men
are called Troublers of the Church, and were indeed
Breakers and Difturbers of it’s Peace.  Sec the 24, v.
Forafmuch as we hawve heard, that certain which went out
from us bawve troubled you with IVords, [ubverting your
Souls, [aying you muft be circumcifed, and keep the Lasy s
to whom we gave no fuch Commandment. S0 that you
fce great Impofersare great Troubiers of the Church;;
and whoever impos’d upon particular Churches unne-
ceflary Things, they were clteem’d not as Prefervers
and Maintainers, but as Violators and Breakers of the
Churches Unity and Concord. This might caufe
{ome Dilurbance for a Time, and alierwards the
Churches recover their Libverty and Peace, perhaps
by the Help of that Famous Decree of the Apofiles,
that was made on Purpole to curb that impofing
troublefome Spirit.

Tuus I have endeavour'd to fet before veu as well
as [ zm able, the Nature of thit Peace thefe Churches
were {1id to enjoy.  U'm now in the Third Place to

aflift
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afit you in making fome Improvement of what has
been {poken.

1.) We learn that after the Difturbances and wea-
rifome Troubles of the Churches, God has his Time
for their Reff and Peace: after aStorm comes a Calm
he fends his Church Sunfhine after Showers: A €4
nan’s Reft after the fatiguing Journey of a Wildernefs,
Now the Goodnefs of God herein 1is exceeding great,
and to us in thefe Nations, in fome Refpe&s, more

peculiar and diftinguithing than to the Primitive
Churches.
b

1.) Ir we confider how ineffeGtual all the Contri-
vances, and Attempts of our Enemies have been in
any great Degree to deftroy the Churches Peace ;
many a deep Project has there been form'd to involve
usin Blood and Mifery, which thro’ the great Mercy
of our God, has been as oiten and wonderfully pre-
vented.

Not a Reign has pafs'd fince the Reformation, and
as I take it, we are now 1in the Eleventh fince that
Time, including that in which it was begun ; yet in
all thefe fucceflfive Reigns not one has pafs’d without
fome notorious Attempt, one or more, to fubvert our
Conftitution, and deftroy the Peace of the Proteftant
Churches in thefe Nations, but of all others, this laft
open and flagrant Atempt may in many Refpeéts
claim the horrible Precedence. Never was any pub-
blick Commotion carry d on with more Impiety and
Treafon, more Profanenefsand Villany, more {folemn
and deliberate Rerjury, than it was. No Hiftory I
think can produce a Paraliel of it in all its Circums-
ftances. I meet with an Account of a Perfecution
{fet on Foot by Dioclefiarz, and his Son in Law Maxi-
mian, in a{mall Treatife caii’'d a Relation of the Death
of the Primicive Perlecutors, {uppos’d to be written
by Laéi antins 5 the Defign was to deftroy the Chriftians
becaule they wou'd not aflit at an idolatrous Fe-

{tival
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ftival “E".nt’-e:tainmen,t; and the Agcotfit ©

follows.
¢ Drocresian and his Qonin Law

« league with him
« cret Confultations during
¢ which as no Body was admicted, fo it was ge-
that they were treating about

eft Confequence. ‘Lhe old

&

F it is 49

and how great 4 Difturbance 1t
h Blood wou’d

bferv’d to be

Therefore he proposd this

« Expedient, that none of that Religion fhou’d be
« (uffer'd to continue in the Court OF in the Ar-
: 21l this cow’d not divert the Rage of
¢ that furious Man. Therefore he proposd the
¢ asking the Opinion of thofe in whom they con-
«¢ fided; who all unanimoufly agreed, that the Chri-
¢ ftians were Enemics to the Gods, and to the
« Eftablifd Worfhip, and herefore ought to be
« deftroy’d: yet all this did not prevail on Dicties
« fuan ; {0 he tefolv’d to confule the Gods them-
« felves, and fent a Diviner to confult with zipellos
« who anfwer'd; as might have bsen expected from
« an Enemy of the Chiiftian Religion. Upon this,
« Dioclefian yiclded ; and as he wou'd not oppofe
« Limfelf to that, which not only his Lriends, and

& paximian, but even Apollo had advis'd ; yet he o=
¢ deavourd to maintain this Moderation, that the

 Defign might be accomplif'd withoutthe {hedding
¢« of Blood: Whereas Maximian mOVed, that all
« thofe that refufed to partake in the Sacrifices;

« fhould be burnt alive. A

:‘ Day for beginning this Kk was ne:
% after ; and Choice was “eftivity of

¢« wouw'd prove;
¢ woud bring upon the Empire: Muc
¢ be fhed ; for the Chriftians were O

« yery willing to dye.

4 by Dr. Burnet, 2. 76
.

*  See that Treatifeas tranflase
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« the God Terminus, which was within Five Days
« of the End of February, being the Conclufion of
¢ their Year: Implying by this, that an End was to
 be put to this Religion. In the Morning of that
¢ fatal Day, in the Seventh and Eighth Confulate
* of the Two Ancient Emperors, the Prefe& ac-
¢ company’d with fome Ofhcers, and fome of the
¢ Receivers, went to the Church, and having forc’d
“ open the Door, they fearched for the Image of
“ God: (not that the Chriftians had any Images
“ in their Temples, or Places of Worfhip, as Laltantins
“ him{elf teftifies ; but the Heathens having Images
¢ in all their Temples, were ready to conceive the
“ like of them) all the Books of the Scriptures, that
“ were there found, were burnt, and the Spoil that
“ was made, was divided among all that were pre-
 fent. Thisftruck a Terror into many, and many
“ withdrew themfelves from the Storm. The Two
“ Princes, who from convenient Places viewed all
“ that was done (for that Church ftood upon a
 Height, fo chat it was within the Profpeét of the
¢ Palace) were long in Debate, whether they fhou’d
¢ order Fire to be fet to it or no: Butin this Dio-
“ clefian’s Opinion prevail’d; for he was afraid, left
“ if the Church had been fet on Fire, the Burning
“ might have fpread it felf into the other Parts of
“ the City ; for it was environ’d on all Hands by
“ a great many noble Buildings, fo that inftead of
¢ fetting Fire to it, there was a confiderable Body
“ of the Guards, fent with Axes and Mattocks,
“ who in a few Hours Time levell'd that lofty Build-
* ing with the Ground. The Day after this, an Edi&
¢¢ was publifh’d, by which the Chriftians were de-
° clar'd incapable of all Honours and Imployments ;
“ and that they fhould he liable to Torture, what-
*“ ever might be their Rank and Dignity: Nor was
*¢ this all, Letters were {ent to Conffance afterwards
* Emperor, inviting him to concur in this Matter :
“ But he, tho’ better inclin’d, yet that he might not
* fcem to diffent from thofe that were in Rank

‘“ above
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v ghove him, did indeed give Order for the pulling
« down the Walls of the Houfes. where the Chri-
« ftians held their Aflemblies. ¥or thefe could be

« eafily rebuilt: But he took
¢ «rue Temples of God, 1 mean the Chriftians them-

« (olves, — ° Now all this Was done by a Form

enrbance was raisd 1n open Defiance of all Law,
. and you'll farther ob-

.. Relation, that a Dioclefian
¢o fet Fire to a Meeting-

houfe, left by that Means the whole ity had

ot 2 Foundation i laid for
curity of the Churches

Claudins Was but

2.) Ir we confider, wh
the future Prefervation and Se

Peace. The leace granted DY
. for a Nero foon after

of a fhort Continuancet ;
the firlt grand Perfecunon
Foot by him ; but

is agreed to be {et on

be God for the prefent 1 _
his Majefty King GEORGE,

benign Government of
and the Profpect we have of its being continu'd for

many Generations. We have all imaginable Realon

to blefs God for the good Government he has fet
ion of good Laws. You'll

wins, Two Colleagues
find fer down : | the foremention'd

2 tiws. ¥ The Occafion of it feems to
Advantage obtaind againft their Encmies by the

Chriftians Prayers.

¢ 1 Canftantine the Emperor, and T Eicinins the
¢ Emperor, judge it meet to sllow to all Chriftians
¢« free Liberty to follow their Religion : That by
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* this means that Supreme Deity that dwells’ on
'* high, might be gracicus and favourable to us,
¢ and vo all our Subje&s. Therefore we will hava
 you to know, that we have thought fit to annuj
** all thofe Reftrictions, that might feem to be in
* our fermer Edi&, relating to the Chriftians. We
* have thought fit likewife to add this Particylar ; that
** the Places in which they us'd to hold their Af
*“ {emblies, and concerning which there were forme
* Rules fecin a former Edi&, that have been pur-
* chas’d either from our Exchequer, or from fome
* particular Perfons, fhall be reftored to them with.
** out any Excufes or Delays: and without asking
** or taking any Money from them upon that Ac-
* count.— We order likewife Reftitution to be made
** by all that have obtained Grants of them, and
“ that all fuch as may have either purchas’d
“ them, or obtained Grants of them, fhall in Or-
** der to their being repaired by us for their Lofs,
“ go to fome Magiftrate, that fo we according to
* our Clemency may relieve them. In the mean
*“ While we order you to take Care without any
# further Delay, that Reﬁitution be made to the
* Chriftians. And whereas the Chriftians had be-
€ fides thofe Places in which they us’d to hold
¢ their Affemblie_s, others likewife that belong’d to
* them as a Body corporate, that is to {ay, to their
* Churches in common, and not to any particular
** Perfons among them, we comprehend all thefe
* under the fame Law; and order them alfo to
** be reftored to the Corporations or Affemblies of
¢ the Chriftians, and that without any Fraud or
** Difpute upon the foremention’d Terms ; that thofs
¢ who reftore them freely, may hope to be recom-
€ pens'd by us according to our Bounty. In all
~ ® which Matters you are required to give your
% moft eflectual Affiftance to the Bodies corporate
** of the Chriftians, that {o our Pleafure may be the

f* more fpeedily executed ; and by which we {hall
 the more effectnally fecure the publick Peace.
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 pspuaps 1 may fall under Cenfure for this tedious
Recital, which 1s- not entirely in all Relpeéts con-
form to our Cale; but my only Defign was to thew,
and fo far it may {erve, that it is no new Thing

for good Princes tO provide for the Reparation of
any Damage {uftain’'d by Churches for the Sake of

their Religion and Loyalty.

».) Ler us acknowledge the Peace we enjoy to-
gether with other Churches, with all Thankfulnefs
to God, and becoming Refpect to our Supertors.
Tet us attribute it wholly to the Goodnefs and
Mercy of God, that we have Reft and Peace, when
we might have been under all the Terrors and Mi-
(eries of a raging Perfecution ; nay, perhaps of 2
bloody Maffacre. Now as God fends Troubie to
evidence his Power and Wifdom, his Sovereignty and
Juftice ; fo he fends Peace to manifeft his Compaflion
and Goodnefs 3 and the Tribute that he mott juitly
expe@s for the fame, is but eafy and reafonable,
Plalm go. 1§. Call upon me in the Day of Trouble;

und Iwill deliver thee, and thiu [halt glorific me. What
a fignal Mercy is it, that the Churches throughout

Croot-Britain and Ireland have any tolerable Ref? and
Quict ! And oh! that we could fay the {ame of ail
the Reformed Churches abroad ; but {o far, alas! are
we from that, that our Fellow Chriftiansin a Neigh-
tour Nation are likely to fall under frefh Trouble
and Perfecution, as if the old Tyrant was rifen from
the Dead.— It alfo becomes us to make an honour-
able Mention of our Superiors, and other Inftru-
ments employed by Providence for our Safety and
Good. Bleffed be God for the Firmnefs and Intre-
idity of our King and Prince, in {o threatning a
gun&ure; for the Wifdom, Refolution, and Unani-
mity of our Two Houles of Parliament, for the Pe-
petration, Forefight, and Fidelity of our Counicl-
{ors ; for the Condu& and Valour of our Generals,
and the Courage and Dravery of our Officers, and

Soldiers ; and bleiled be God for exciting any others
| Lo
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to go out to the Help of the Lord againft the Mighty
and efpecially for inclining and helping others tg
appear 1n the Mount of Prayer, which i truly faid,
to be more glorious and excellent than all the Moun-
tains of Prey : For there it is, that God breaks the Ay~
rows of the Bow, the Shield, the Sword, and the Batle

3

Pf. 1xxvi. 3,4. The War between Ifrael and Amalej
was decided in the Mount of Prayer.

3.) LET us not forget the Profpe& of Trouble wa
lately had, and the Promifes and Engagements we

then made to ferve and glorify God more, if once
he gave us Ref. Thar Caution fo often inculcated
upon the Ifraelites, may be exceeding ufetul to us;
Whoen the Lord thy God bas given thee Reff round about 3
then beware that thow do ot forget him. Beware
you do not forget him, nor the {olemn Engagements
thzn made, to live to better Purpofes, if once you
were deliverd. Do not look on thofe ferious Re-
folutions as the weak Refults of your Infirmity, ufe.

ful indeed for that Time, buc now antiquated and
grown unicafonable ; and do not only call to Mind
the Promifes then made, but call them to Mind with
2 Relolution to obferve and perform them. Alas!
the Time was, when we had byt a rueful difcoy-
raging Profpect of Things, and then we refolvid, if
God wou'd change the Scene (which he wonderfully
did) and avert the impending Evil, we wou’d walk
more {tritly with him, we wou’d pray more fre-
quently, more fervently, and moge conﬂantly, and

J

Minifters and People, of Families and Churches ?
Goop has now heard our Prayers, and given us
Reft, not only above our Merit, but even beyond
our Expectation ; and fhall we dea] falfely in our Cove-
nant, and continue ungratefu] and difobedient to Him
Who has delivered us? No, let ys ba up and doing,

and perform our Vows to Him, who has done fuch
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great Things for us. There is one Thing in which
we have been exceeding faulty for a long Time, and
which if it be not amended, we muft be for ever in-
excufable. It’s what you have been often told of,
and that 1s, Waft of Love and Peace among ourfelves.
The external Peace of the Church is a valuable Pri-
vilege ; but the internal Peace (as I may call 1t) 1s
certainly the greater Blefling of the two. For, Bebold,
bosw good and how pleafant it is, for Brethren to dwell to-
gesher in Unity : For there the Lord commands the Bleffing.
even Life for evermore ; Plal. cxxxiil. But how greatan
Alienation of Afteétion 1s there among us ! What Va-
riance and Strife, nay, what pofitive Averfion and
Hacred! Now, if after {uch a ftrong, malicious Con-
fpiracy, and open Attempt of our Enemies entirely
to accomplifh all our Ruin; we do not more clofely
unite among ourfelves, lay afide our little Differences,
forget our former Animofities, and live in fervent
Love and Charity, what fhall we fay, but that our
Cafe is incurable? If thercfore we have any Re-
gard to the Prefervation of our Religion and Li-
berty, to our common Intereft and Safety, let us
not be fo far wanting in our Duty to God, and In-
cereft to our felves. We little know what Encou-

ragement our Inteftine Divilions and Quarrels might
give to the Enemy to break in upon us. If rhere
be therefore any Confolation in Chrift, if any Comfort of
Love, if any Fellowfhip of the Spirity if any Bowels and
Mercies 3 fullfil ye this Requeft, that ye be like-minded,
baving the f[ame Love, being of one Accord, of one Mind,
Phil. il. 1, 2, 3. Let all your Things be aone With
Charity, 1 Cor. XVi. I4. 15 an Excellent Apoftolick
Canon ; And let nothing ke dome thro’ Strife or wvain
Glory, but in Lowline(s of Mind les each efteem others
better than themfelves, and there will be no Contelt
bout Precedence. Let me likewife put you in Mind,
that there is not that Union and Communication be-
cween Churches which feems to be highly necellary,
both for our Safety, and Edification. 1t was ealy to
obferve, .in what a disjointed Condition we were,

when
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when the late Trouble came upon is, “What a Rofg
of Sand ; how uncapable of affording Succour or Jn-
telligence, and all for Want of a fettled Commupi-
cation. __

In all Bodies corporate that have one Intereft, an
entire Communication is ufually eftablifh’d; and how
far fuch,a Mecthod might contribute to our publick
Satety, Edification and Advantage, I leave to the
Confideration of better Judgments. °Tis plain we

are weak, unacquainted one with another, and lie
very much expos'd without it.

4.) Ler 2 Senfe of the paft Mifery, and prefent
Mercy, engage us to keep up our Intereft and Friends
thip with the moft high God, who rules in the King-
doms of Men. Remember, he was our Support un-
der a Profpect of Trouble, and our Deliverer from
it. Let Gratitude bind you to continue in his Fas
vour; and let Prudence and Policy bind you to it,
fince you know not how foon, you may have the
like Neceflity again; and whefe can you find fuch
a Friend 2 The Truth is, when we are in Extremity,
and have no whither elfe to fly ; O then we run to
God, and we pray unto him, and promife him fair;
but when our Turn is ferv’d, and we have gotten
our Lnds, and begin to think our felves out of Guns-
fhot, we are like Mariners after a Storm; and God
hears little if any more from us. — But this is, as
extream Ingratitude, {o extream Folly. O keepthy
God thy Friend | For moft certain it is, thou wilt have
Occafion to have Recourfe to him again, and thou
know'ft not how foon: Keep therefore thine Inte-
reft in him, and eftrange noc thy felf from him in
the Day of thy Profperity, whom thou canft not be
without, in the Time of thy Affiétion and Trouble.

5.) BEware of Security under this prefent Calm;
be not hign-minded, butfear: Think not with Agag,
[urely the Bitternefs of Death is paft. Now you have
eicaped this Brunt, all is fafe, and the Danger at an

Lud,
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¥nd. Remember that Popery isd reftlefs Thing, an
‘he Enemies of our Peace are unwearied Workers.
Some Men may ceafe to be, as foon as ceafz to be
mifchievous ; and the Ethiopian may és [ovin coange his
Skin, and the Leopard his Spots, as [ome that e sccaflomed
$0 do Ewil, learn to do well. ™ “ Tho’ the Rebeliion be
i ina great Meafure quell'd, yet the Spir:e of it is fo
¢ far from beihg laid afleep, that it walks about {hll
« eyen at Noon-day in Defiance of all Authorxy.”
Goop has now mercifully rebuked she Company of [pear-
Men, the Multitude of the Bulis, siththe Calwes of the Peo-
ple: Thatis, 2 Company of Spear-men without Or-
der and Difcipline, a wai-like Rabble, head {trong and
furious like Bulls, grofs and ftupid; far and kicking
like Calves : Thefe Go.p has rebuk’d and forc’d them
+o {ubmit themfelves with Pieces of Silver, that 1s, to
iinke their Peace with the Church upon any "}-crms,
P[. lxviii. 30. Others more obftinate, that will not
Xibmit to Mercy, but take a Pleafure in publick Mil-
chief and Difturbances, thefe Gop will {catter ; yea,
is a&ually doing that Work at this Time : But not-
withftinding this Rebuke, ahd this Difperfion, give
3 i . Gop hastliem, or others, yet
{1ill at his Beck ; and kle can

within Call: They are
eaﬁg (uffer them to re-aflemble, and bring an Army

of Natives or Foreigners, or both, much more terri-

ble than the former.

Tis Plice f, together with fome others; by the
oood Hand of Gobp has been happily repaird, or o-
thers rebuile : And I wifh the Glory of it may exceed
that of the former ; which does not confilt 1n a fine

curiods Plece of Work, but in the Beauty of Holi-

nizfs, the Holinefs of thofe that worfhip Gop there-~
in; the Want of which will be the Ruin of both

City and Temple. As that Man of Gop, old Mr.
Talents, told his Hearers upon their fitting up a very

- . E 1 l : X .q +

¥ See The Arguments for an Alteration of the Triennial Bill,

Y The Meeting-Houfe in Manchefter.
B, decent
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decent Place for.the publick Worfhip of Gop 5 “ If
““ you come (fays he) to be a People only differing
¢ trom others in fome Opinions; but grow proud
¢ and carnal, and worldly and ‘fenfual, Gopo will
“ pull your Place down 5 and let Him pull it down, ”
Wasit not our Sins that arm’d the Abjects of the Peo-
ple with fo much Fury and Violence ¢ And was it not
G o o that {uffered them to break in upon us? Tho’
Men were the Inftruments; yet it was the Work of
G o p: For isthere Evil in a City, and the Lord has not
done it2 Who gave Facob to the Spoil, and Ifrael to the
Robbers ? Did notthe Lo rp 2 "T1s the L. or o that
has cover'd the Daughter of Zion with a Cloud. Take
heed therefore of Security under this prefent Calm.

1.) Y ou have Sins and Corruptions within you,
that if you are not watchful, may eafily furprize you,
and raife a new Storm. However reigning, unmor-
tify’d Lufts, will raife a-Storm within, and that is far
worfe than Tumult and Fightings without.

2.) Yowv have a&ive vigilant Enemies without
you, evil Men, and evil Angels, that eavy us the
more, becaufe we have efcaped.

~ 3.) As long as we live in this World, our Conditi-
on is uncertain and unitable in Externals: We cannot
{ay at any Time, our e Mountain ffands [frong, and.-we
{hall not be mowed : For tho’ one Wave be paft, yet ano-
ther Wave quickly follows: Nay, tho’ we had the
higheft Affurance of the Continuance of this Calm,
and if there were nothing elfe to make us watchful,
yet ary evil Day 1s approaching, and which we
cannot efcape, the Day of Sicknefs, and the Day of
Death, which we ought always to prepare for, left it
take us unawaies.

11.) Tur next Thing obfervable in the Words, -is,
The gracious Improvement the Churches made of this
Time of Relt and Peace. Their Behaviour was tru-

ly



(27)
o us; fuch as became the
dof theLorD: They walked in the Fear of

the Lord, and in the Comforts of the Holy Ghafs. They
walked under an awful, pleafant and powerful Senfe
of Religion. The Sum of practical Religion can {carce

be more fignificantly defcribed than by walking inthe
Fear of the Lor p, and in the Comforts of the Holy

Ghoft.
F rom whence we obferved.
Taart it is the Duty of Churches, and 'fhould be

eheir Concern in a Day of Peace and Tranquillity,

not to walk vainly and loofely, but in the Fear of
the Lorp, and in the Comforts of the holy Ghott.

T ne s are two great Branches of a religious Con--
verfation. |

1.) To walk or live 1n the Fear of the Lor b, this

Behaviour 1na particular Perfon, 1s truly amiable and
excellent ; but to {ee Churches, and whole Societies
of Men and Women under the Influence of fuch a no-

ble Principle, isa happy "Thing.
Here [ fhall endeavour to fHew:

1) Wxa aTitisfora Church or People to walk 1n
the Fear of the L o D.

».) Tru:e Tendency fuch a reﬁgi@s Behayiour has
to fpiritual Joy and Comifort.

3.) Arrryit.

1) WraTitis for a Church or People to walk in
' ghe Fear ofthe LORD 2

1.) It denotes their being guided by the external
Rule of Gops Word. o '

2.) THEIR bei‘ngihﬂuenq’d-by an internal Pringi-

ple of hiskear.
i D 1) It
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1.) It denotes a People’s being guided and dire&ed
by the external Rule of G o p’s Word. None can walk
in the Fear of the L o r p, that have not his Law be-
tore their Eyes. Itis the greacRule of all our Religi-
on and Obedience, and there can be no true Fear of
(30 » where his Word is negleéted. Thefe Churches
are faid to walk in the Fear of the Lorp ; but whag
regular Walking can there be among thofe that have
not the Word of Gob for a Rule 2 That can be no re-

gular Walking, buc a Living at random, which is not

accoraing to Rule.
1uE Word of cthe Lorp teaches his Fear ; and it is
one Chara&er of a falfe Chuych, to tesch for Doctrines
the Commandments of Men, Matth. yv. 9. Thg Prophet
Ifaiab, from whence this Text is a Quotation, has it, ac-
cording yothe Sépsuagsit Verfion, Their Fear towards me,
# taugut by the Precepts of Men, Ifa. xxix. 13. That 13,
their Religion is founded upon humane Authority and
Invention. Some Churches are guided by the Precepts
of Men, and others by the Do&rines and Commang-
ments of Goo ; but that Fear, that Worfhip, that Reli-
gion is 1n vain which is taught by the Precepts of Men,
is founded upon, and yery much influenc’d by the Pre-
ceptsand Commandments of Men. It is the Word of
Gop, which is the great Rule of his Fear and Wor-
fhip : Yea, the Word is fometimes call'd, the Fearof
the Lor o, Pfal. Xix. 9, The Fear of the Lord is clean;
that 15, the Word of the Lorp is puré, his Word
teaches his Fear ; it is a fpecial Means to work his
Fear in us, itiscthe Rule to guide and order our Fear
of Him; and that iy a {uperfticious Fear, a {purious
Fear, nota true, genuine Fear of Gop, which is not
agreeable to the Word of Gon ; and thofe Churches
which are not guided and govern’d by this Rule, but
gay the Precépts of Menp, may rather be faid to wglk
1n the Fear of Men; than in the Fear of the Lorp;
%) far as they regard not the Word as 4 perfe& Rule of
Doctrine, Worthip, Difcipline, and Converfation, Lut
gouac 1 as 2 frange Thigg, o far are they Strangérs
R s

v )
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Gop. Tothe Law, then, and to the Tefti-
[peak mot according to this Word, it is be-
caufe there is 8o Light in them, 1{a.vni. 20.

. THE Chl.ll‘Ch 1s a SOCiEty bll_ilt upon the ﬁlCI‘Ed
Scripture 3 particularly upon the Doétrine of the New
Teftament or Covenant, as the Apoftle tells the Coloffsans,
and all other Chriftian Societies, "Lhat they are built
upons the Foundation of the Prophets and Apoftles, that 1s,
the Dottrine of the Prophets and Apoftles, Fefus him-

[elf being the chief Corner-[fone: And as Churches are thus
tounded ; if they would walk in the Fear of the Loro,

and the Comforts of the Holy Ghott, they muft care-
fully conform themielves to this Rule For as "tis an
Argument of an irreligious Temper to neglect this, {o
there can be no folid Peace and Comfort without it
For Peace, is only, o them who walk according to this
Rule, Gal. vi. 16. |
~. [T denotes 2 Peoples being influencd by an in-

ternal Princivle of his Fear; not only guided by the
external Rule of Gop’s Word, but influenc’d by an
snternal Principle of his Fear. This "Lemper and Af-
feiion is highly agreeable to Gofpel-Times, and that
which Gop has promis’d to work in his People un-
der that Difpenfation, Fer. xxxii. 39, 40. I will give
shem one Heart, and one Way, that they may fear me for
ever, for the Good of them, and of their Children after tioems ;
and 1 will make an everlafting Covenant with them, That
T will ngt turn away from toem to do them Good 5 vut 1
aill put my Fear in toeir Hearts, that they [hall not depart
from me. 'The Behaviour of the primitive Churches,
was an exact Accomplifhment of this PrediGton ang
Promife : They were all of one Heart, and one Way, and

walked inthe Fear of the Lord, and in the Comforts of the

Holy Ghoft. o '
“Bu this Principle being planted in the hidden
Man of the Heart, the beft View we can have of 1,

will be by confidering its Effe@ds. The moft genuing,
and principal of which, is aFlight from Sin, and all
Appearances. No Principle more powerful to promote
the Purity cf Churches, and (et them ata Diftance from
G Y A e A
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all Vice and Corruption, as the Wife' M‘.‘:m obferves;
it is by the Fear of the Lord, that < Men depart from Evil;
Prowv. xvi. 6. TheFear of Punithment from Men, may
deter from fome Vices; but it is only by the Influence
of the Fear of the Lorp, that Men depart: from- evil
to purpofe. They that fear Gop, fear to fin againtt
Him. Thofe Churches that walk in the Fear of'the .
L orp, will flee from the Vices of the Times, from
Sins that are moft in Fafhion. Let Drunkennefs,
Lewdnefs and Debauchery, be never {o generally pra.
&ifed, yet we fhall keep at a Diftance from thofe Vices,
if we fear Gop. Let Swearing, and For-{fwearing,
be néver fo much in Fathion, yet we fhall fear ap
Oath, if we fear Gop: If all the World thould wan-
der after, and agree to worfhip the Beaft, yet fo woulg
not we ; becaufe of the Fear of Gop. No, the
we might feem to be left alone, as Elijzh thought he
was. Let a Sin benever fo much pleaded for,' counte-
nancd, and generally pra&is'd ; yet thefe Things will .
not take with thofe that walk in the Fear of Gonp. |
‘Fhis Principle will caufe a Difterence and Separi-

rion between the World and the Church, between

the Religious and Profane. o

2.) Anvotuer Effeét of true Fear is Subjedion to
the Will of Go o, Obedience to his Commands.
Where there is 2 Walking in the Fear of the Lorp,
there will be a Walking in his Commands. Fear God and
keep his Commandments, Ecclef. xii. 13. A People
walking in the Fear of the L orp will reverence and
obey the Commands relating to his Worfhip. = There
will be a reverencing the Command for keeping holy
to G op one whole Day in Seven to be a holy Sabbath
to himfelf. For how can any People be faid to walk
in the Fear of the Lorp, if they don’t reverence the
Sabbath ; This was the univerfal Practice of the pri-
mitive Churches; they walked in the Fear and Love of
this Command: And we may fill affirm, That 2
Contempt of the Sabbath is a Contempt of Gop, and
they-are not of Gop, who keep not the Sabbath Day.
| ‘ Again
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Again, a People walking in the Fear of the Loro, will
reverence and obey his Command of Hearing his
Word, of joyning 10 publick Prayer, of finging .his
Praife. ‘They will obferve all Things which Carisr
has appointed them ; the pofitive Inftitutions. of
Baptifm and the . Lord’s Sppper. 'They will reverence
and obey the fpiritual Guides, Gop has fet over them
to watch for their Souls:. And-entirely fubject themfel-
ves to thofe Rules of Difcipline which Crri1sThasin-
fituted in his Church. And where paftoral Inftrudi-
ons and Government are defpifed and refufed, the
Fear of the Logrp isfadly wanting. They will confer
together about divine and religious Matters, as the
Prophet « Malachy, declares it was the Pradtice of good
People in his Time, oMal. iii. 16. Then they that fear-
ed the Lord, [pake. often. one 10 another ; and therefore
chey did fo becaufe they feared the Lorp. The Timeef
this holy Fervourwas after the. rebuilding the Temple,
and after the Expiration of the Babylonith Captivity.
Thus the Fear of the Lorp will not only difcover 1t-
{elfiin the Matter, but inthe Manaer of-our W.orihip.
In thy fear-will I Worfbip, Ps.v.7. There is no Worfhip
acceptable without Reverence - ~An inward Reve-
rence.is as.the Soul of divine Worfhip. Now in all Ads
. of publick Worfhip the Fear and ‘Keverence of Gop
fhould be in their higheft Elevation. Churches that
walk in the Fear ofthe Lorp, fhould exercife the
greateft ‘Reverence in Dis Worfhip : “And when we
{ee an-Air of Indifferency, and Unconcernednefs not
to fay of Levity, appear upon a worfhipping Aflembly,
a By-ftander may be tempted to think thar the Fear of
Gop ismot in that Place. The publick Worfhip of
Gop is the moft folemn A& of a Church, and if that
be not manag’d with the greateft Decorum and Gra-
| vity, there can be no Pretence of walking in the Fear
. of the Lorp; who is greatly to be feard in the Afl-
' fembly of the Saints ; and to be had in Reverence of
all them that .are about him. Pf. Ixxxix. 7. We fhould
addrefs ourfelves to the Worfhip.of Gop-wath 2 {olemn
Paufe, and continue in a ferlouskrame, while in his

Prefence. . Byt
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But if ordinarily we care not, how unpreparediy wi
rufh into his Prefence, take no Heed to our Feet, our
Thoughts and Affections, when we are to go to Gop
in Prayer, or to receive the Law from his Mouth, or
to actend on Him in any othér holy Ordinance ang
Duty; What would this fhew but a prophane Spirit
and that we know not our Diftance, nor have any due
Year of Goo? fuch Perfons, and fuch Churches

can by no means be {aid to walk in the Fear of the
L.orp. '

3.) CHurcHEs are made up of Families, and the
Fear of Gop will fhew itfelf in a Family as well as in
a publick Aflembly ; becaufe Go o is prefent in one
Place as well as another. Now till the Fear and
Worlhip of Gop be fet up, and maintain’d in your
Houfes and Families, you'll never conftitute a Society
of Chriftians walking in the Fear of the Lozb.

T1s eafy to keep up 4n outward Form anid Pro-
feflion in publick ; but the Life ahd Power of Religis
‘on will not be maintain’d, if it does not tike Place in
your Hearts and Houfes. Would you thien have you
Families, 4nd all under your Care; Members of 2
Church, walking in the Fearof Gop; then pray i
your Families, and maintain the conftant Worfhip of
G op thete, and fee that it be done with Reverence
and Serioufhefs. Would you promote Religion in the
World, and fpread and propagate it every where ¢
Why, Family-worfhip would have a mighty Influence
upon the State of Religion in the World.  If larger
Societies were colle@ed out of religious Families, how
greatly would it improve the Church and the World 2
And if ever we hope to fee a greater Progrefs in na-
‘tional Reformation, or Advancement of Religion a-
mong us, it muft firft begin in private Families. We
are now 1n Peace; and under no Apprehenfion of Dif-
turbance either in our publick or private Worthip of
Gon : the Ufe that we ought to make of it is; 7o ferve

God in Holinefs and Righteouf; nefs without any, inordinate,
Fear all the days of our Life. 4) A
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2.) A Walking in theFear of the Lord wotr'd teach
us to carry as in his Prefence in our ordinary Courle.
It will caufe us to walk circumfpeétly, and to ftudy,
to walk worthy of the Lord unto all well-pleafing. We
fhall carry in fome Meafure {uitably to our Relation
unto fuch an Holy God, and agreeably to the Pro-
fefion of his Name. This exa& Walking, the Fear
of God teaches, as the Pfalmift profefles; I have fct
the Lord always before me, PL, xvi. 8. 1 ill confider’d
and look’d upon Gop as prefent with me, and an
Obferver and Judge of all my Thoughts, Words and
A&ions. The Fear of Gop will thus fet us in his
Prefence, and keep us there. It will not only keep
us awake, and intent in holy Duties, wherein we
draw nigh to Gop in a {pecial Manner, but will alfo
make us circumfpe&, watchful, and con{cientious in
our whole Courfe. Thus the Fear of the Lorwp
wou’d ordinarily reguldte us in our natural Actions,
caufe us to ear and drink in Fear contrary to thofe
we have read of, Fade 17. who feed themfelves without
Fear. It wou'd alfo make Men confcientious and ho-
neft in their Dealings, faithful in their Places, Rela-
tions and feveral Imployments in the World.

IL) T Ax next to confider the Tendency of ferious
~ Religion (or walking in the Fear of the Lorn) to
~a Spiritual Joy and Comfort. =~
i It was the dying Teftimony of Excellent Mr. Hez-
i vy, that a Life {pent in the Service of God, aud
. Communion with him, is the moft pleafant Lile any
" Man can live inthis World. The Defign of Religion

is to reétify the Diforders, and petfect the Felicicy ot
human Nature, to introduce the Kingdom of God into
the Soul , the Conftitution of which is Righteou{neis,
and Peace, and Joy in the Holy Ghoft. ™" 1o iive,
“ in the Fear of the Lord is not without its Pleature,
* It compofes the Soul, reprefles exorbitant Motions,

" w a & 3
* 8ee My, How of delighting in God, D, 56
i ¥ checks
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** checksunruly Paffions, keeps all within ina pleafant,
** peaceful Caim ; is Health to the Navel, and Marrow
““ to the Bones.” The like may be faid of all the vita]
ncble Principles of the divine Life. They make the
soul to be the very Region of Life and Peace ; great
P:zce have all fuch, and nothing fhall offend them.
ldhnere 1s a ftrong Connexion between ferious, vital
Religion, and {olid Joy and Comfort. Thefe are in
moit ordinary Cales infeparable. Indeed fome mifta-
kert melancholy Chriftians, who truly fear God, may
wait that Comfort they ought to take in the Ways
of Keligion, and which by the Tenor of the Cove-
nanr juftly belongs to them: But this is not the true
Effect of Religion, but the Fault or Unhappinefs of
thoie who profefsit.  There -is undoubtedly a ftrig
Connexiva tetween true Piety and Pleafure, between
Walking in the Fear of the Lord, and in the Comforts
of the Holy Ghoft. Wifdom’s Ways are Ways of
Pleafantncfs, and all her Paths are Peace, Prov. 3. 17.

Moreover the Holy Spirit is exprefly promis'd in the
Scripture to the People of God, - # Comforter, Joh,
36. 7. Newerthele[s I tell you the Truth, it is expedient for

yos 1het I go away: for if I go not away, the Cumforter
w:ss not come unto you, but if I depart, I will fend him
unto yeu. ‘Lhis gracious Purpofe and Promife of
Chridt 1s mentiond over and over in the 14th, 14th,
and 15:h Chapeers of St. Fobn's Gofpel: Being a Mat-
ter of the greateft Concern, in Regard of the Life
and Cowioit of every Believer, it is for that Reafon
fpoken of with a grear Variety of plain Expreflions,
Let me only obferve to you, that he is a Spirit of
Coniclation 0 none, but to whom he has been 2
opirit of Sanéification.  He comforts none, but thofe
w0 «re {oadtify’d by him; fo that they who walk
not i1 the Fear of the Lord, and under an awful com-
maru: & oenfe of Religion, have none of the Com-
iorts of the Holy Spirit, whatever their Pretence and

Periwafion may be,= But I haften to the Ap-
plication,

£.) THIS
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1.) Tuis Doctrine reproves thofe Churches, or par-
ticular Members, who walk not in the Fear of the
Tord. Sometimes a particular Church may be lo cor-
rupted both in its Doctrine and Manners, as to have
quite loft the truc Lite and Senfe of Religion. It
may fo far degenerate as to cait off all fericus Regard
to God, his Worfhip, and Infticucions. The Seven
Churches of 4z are but too plain and {ad an Inftance
of this, and therefore Chrilt gives them very {evere
Reprehenfions. But however the Cafe mzy be with
fome particular Chriftian Societies, many parcicuiar
Church Members are fo loofe and' vicious 17 their
walking, ascannot confit with the trus Fear of God.
Many in common Chriftian Communion, and even
fome in fpecial Communion are very irregular and
faulty in their Converfation: So that we may take
- up the Apoftles pathetick Complaint, there being but
too much Reafon for it, Philip. 3. 18, 19. For many

walk of whom I have told you of tens and now tell you
even weeping (Weeping as he wrote) that they are the

o,
Enemies of the Crofs of Chrift, whofe End is Deffruction,
awhofz God istheir Belly, whofe Glory is i their Shame, wio
mind earthly Things. But how unbecoming is it for
Church Members, for fuch as profels Religion and
Relation to God, to live 1n this Manner ? Qught not
Churches to walk in the Fear of the Lord ? For what
is 2 Church but a Society of Perfons called out of the
World, feparated from the Vices and Corruptions of
it, and devoted to the Fear and Worfhip of God ? As
Nebemiah therefore pleads with the Fews, fo would
I with profeffing Chriftians, who neglect to walk ac-
cording to the Rule of the Gofpel, Neb. v. 9. It
not good that you do, ought ye not 10 walk in the Fear of
our God 2 Certainly you ought; for vou profcls Re-
ligion and Relation to him. The very Contideration
of being related to God as his Church and People,
qught to be a Check and Rebuke for any Thing com-

mitted naworthy of that Relation,

E 2

§J
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2.) I reproves fuch aslook for the Comforts of the

holy Spirit, who yet take no heed to walk in the Feag
of the Lorn 2 But how foolifh and unreafonable is it
to expect Comfort in a Way of evil doing 2 Juft as if
" Man fhould expeét a Crop of good Corn, from a
‘1eld fown with Tares, Light, indeed, is fown, but it is
or the righteousy, and Gladnefs for the upright in beart, Pf.
dvil. 11, It is the Order Gop has fixt in the moral,
s weil as in the natural World, Tharwhat & Man Jows
bat [hall be alforeap. Many may fteal a Spark of {mall
Comfort from their worldly Recreations and Delights;
orthey may have it from fome falfe Opinions, or the
Delufions of Satan ; but from Goo the holy Spirit they
will kave no more Comfort, than they make confci-
ence o their Duty. They may goonina finful Courfe,
and promife themf{elves all imaginable Safety, Peace,
and Protection, Deut. xXiX. 19,20. {aying ; I [hall bave
Peace, tho' I walk after the Imagination of my Heart, to
add Drunkennefs to Thriff, that is, one Sin to another:
Zbe Lord will not [pare bim. but then the Anger of the Lord,
and bis Fealoufie (hall [moke againft that Man, and all the
Curfes that are written in this Book (hall lic upon him, and
tae Lord (hall blot out bis Name from under Heaven.

3.) Tuey are to be blam’d, who tho’ they walk in
the Fear of the Lorp, yet will not admit the Comforts
of the holy Spirit. "Tho’ they have Caufe to be chear-
ful, and fhould have Hearts to be fo; yet we often
find them dejected and mourning under many Per-
plexities and Fears. " They think they do well'in re-
fufing to be comforted. There are many precious Pro-
mifcs in the Word of G op, but thefe ( {ay they) be-
Yong not to them. The holy Spirit is promis’d and
given as @ Comforter, but he has forfaken them, and
thus they indulge themfelves in that which is {adning
and difquicting to the Spirit.  But 1f 4 Senfc of Reli-
gion has-diffusd itfelf into their Souls, Joy and Com-
fort fhould 3¢ diffus’d into all their Converfe. If they
" we the Holy Spiriz for a Sanéifyer, they may put in
tacir Claim to him asa Comforrer, 2.
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2.) I ProCEED to an Ufe of Exhortation, whichis to
excite and perfwade you to an Imitation of thofe
Churches ; that the Charaéter here given of them may
be tranfcrib’d into our Lives; that as now we have
Reft round about, we may improve it to fuch wife and
holy Ends as they did, walking in the Fear of the Lord,
and i1 the Comforts of the Holy Ghoff. | will only add two
Motives to inforce the Practice of this, and fo con-

 clude.

1.) T 1k late aftonifhing Hand of Go o upon the
Difturbers of our Peace, is a loud Call to all the
Churches to walk in his Fear. Thefe primitive Churche
es (it may be) had their Fear awaken’d by the {udden
Judgment that fell upon Ananias and Saphira, for their
Hypocrify and Sacrilege, e4¢fs, v. 12. You there
read; how great Fear came upon all the Church, and upon
as many as beard thefe things. 'This tremendous Judg-
ment had an apt Tendency to produce and excite an
holy Fear ot Gon.

S o when the Lorp created a'new Thing, and the
Earch open’d her Mouth, and {wallow’d up Kerab,
Dathan and Abirem, with all that appertaind unto
them, Numb. xvi. 30.1in the 34th verle, you read how
all I/rael wasala-m'd at the Judgment, They fled ar tie
Cry of them : For they [aid, left the Earth [wallow us up
alfo. In the 20th Chapter of that Book, and the laft

Claufe ofthe :oth verfe, we are told, they became 4
Sign 3 that is, a Monument of Gop’s jult Vengeance::
They were fet upfora Warningtoall othersin all Ages,
to take heed of treading in the Steps of their Pride and
Rebellicn. This Opening of the Eurth to iwallow
" up the Rebels (we think) was a diimal Calamity,
and fo it was ; yet it feems to be no lefs a judgment for
{o many hundreds to be taken alive, 4nd ingulph’d in
Mifery all at once *, e thatruns, may read the

A5 they wars 4 Prefton.

) ""-. rs
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&crokes of terrible Majefty in their Overthrow. Gop
is known by the Judgments he executes, when the
wicked are fnared in the Work of their own Hands,
How were they crouded into 2 narrow Compafs, As
Fifhes that are taken in an evil Net, [o were they (nared in
in an evil Time, falling {fuddenly upon them. Ecclef. ix
y2. How did Gono fcatter the Bones of them that en-
camp’d againft us. P/ liii. §. 'Tho’ not literally ; yet
their Strength was broken ; they were all dead Men in
the Eye of the Law, their Lives being forfeited to the
Juftice of the Nation, and now they are actually dif-
pers'd in feveral Parts of the World.

Now if we would anfwer the Defign of this Provi-
dence, there muft be a deep univerfal Impreflion of an
holy Fear of Gon. Let all Ifrael hear and fear. “Lhis
Temper you find upon a like Occafion, Ifai. xli. 2.5,
Who rais'd up the righteous Man from the Eaft, called him
20 bis Foot, gawe the Nations before bim, and made bim rule
over Kings? He gavethem as Duft to his Sword, and as
driven Stubble to bis Boow. And what was the Confe-
quence and Eife&t of this Victory  obtain'd by the
righteous Man rais’d up from the Eaft 2 The Ifles faw s,
and feared, the Ends of the Earthwere afraid, drew near and
came. How fhould great Fear fall upon the Church-
es, and upon as many as fhall hear thefe Things

2.) This religious Behaviour has the fureft Tenden-
cy to Edification and Increale. They thas Fear God fhall
grow #p as Calves in the Stall, Mal. v. 1. daily in-
creafing with the Increafes of Goo. They fhall be
buile up in Faith, and Love, in Holinefs and Comfore
unto Salvation. The righteous (hall flourifh like the Palm-
tree: He fhall grow like a Cedar in Lebanon, P, xcii. 12.

Tue Habics and Principles of the divine Life fhall
be daily invigorated in their Souls, till they fhall
arrive to an eminent Degree of Holinefs, to a con-
firm’d State in Chriftianity, unto a perfefi Man, unto
the Meafure of the Stature of the Fulne[s of Chrift, Eph.
iv. 17. As their {erious Walking tends to Edification,

fo to Increafe ; not of the Number of a Party, unlefs
| it
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it be of the Religious Party, who are on the -Lord’s

Side, inConcradiftinction to the wic
I don’t mean the multiplying of the Number of Dil-

{enters, the bringing Perfons over to 2 Party,
they be delivered into the Mould of the Gofpel, and
become fincerely Religious. “lis true, I cannot ‘be
Gncere in the Way I now walk, but I muft chink
my felf in the Right, and others in the Wrong, that
&iffer from me ; yet I'm to look on this Difterence,
but as 2 fmall minute Thing, 10 Comparifon of the
great and weighrier Things of Religion, fuch as.do-
ing Juftice, loving Mercy, and walking humbly with
God; which Men of every Denomination -have a
Capacity for, and profefs an Obligation to. Sothat
1 am not fo vain and uncharitable, as to think, that
none truly fear Gop, but they who have learnt the
" In every Nation (or Body of
Men) he that feareth God, and worketh Righteouf-
nefs, is accepted of him. 1 can’t poflibly exprels
my Senfe of this Marter, better, than in the Words
of that great Man, Mr. How, now with God. ~
¢ When our Confidences, and vain Boafts ceafe, the
« Temple of the Lord: the Temple of the Lord:
¢t 1o here is Chrift, and there is Chrift, and one
¢ Qorp ceales to magnify this Church, and another
¢ thar, — then is to be expected 2 glorious Refur-
« re@ion, not of ‘this or that Party : For living,
« nowerful Religion, when it recovers, will difdain
« the Limits of a Party. Nor is it to be thought,
« that Religion modify’d by the devifed Diftinétions
« of this, or that Party, will ever be the Religion
¢ of the World. — Then will all the {candalous
¢« Marks, and Means of Divfion among Chriftians
« vanifh, and nothing remain as a Teit, or Boun-
 dary of Chriftian Communion, but what hath it’s

¢ Foundation, as fuch, in plain Reafon, with ex-
¢ prefs Revelation, ——— Then as there 1s one

-

* Sce Dr. Bates's Funeral Sermon, P. 115.

‘“ Body
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S

“ Body and one Spirit, will that Almighty Spirit {o

‘ animate, and form this Body, as to make it every

“ where amiable, felf-recommending, and capable

““ of fpreading and propagating it {clf, andto increafe

« with the Increafe of God. Then fhall the Logp

* be one, and his Namc one in all the Earch.”

Let us hear the Conclufion of the whole Matter,
Fear God, honour the King, lowe the Brotherbood, 1 Pet,

.. 17. Finally, Brethren farewell : Be perfect, be
of good Comfort, be of one Mind, live in Peace,

and the God of Love and Peace fhall be with you,.

Amen.




